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HOMESWEST HOUSING REPAIRS — HEAD CONTRACTOR ARRANGEMENTS 

307. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Housing: 
I refer to many unhappy subcontractors around Western Australia who have lost longstanding contracts for 
repairs to and maintenance work on Homeswest houses.  

(1) Can the minister guarantee that Homeswest will receive a better service at a lower price as a result of 
going to head contractor arrangements?  

(2) Is it now the case that small subcontractors around Western Australia will receive payment up to 
60 days after work is performed?  

(3) How does the minister explain his new policy to hundreds of small subcontractors around Western 
Australia who are losing work or money to the large head contractors? 

(4) In country Western Australia, is there any requirement for head contractors to use subcontractors in the 
town in question; and, if not, why not?  

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
(1)–(4) I thank the member for Rockingham for the question. It is true that the Department of Housing is letting 

out contracts. As members know, we have 40 000 dwellings. We had 700 individual contracts managed 
by the department. We are now being more efficient—we are letting about five or six term contracts 
across the state. These contracts have specific conditions to make sure that the head contractor will use 
local contractors and will actually have an office in the local area. We will end up making about a 
$20 million saving over three years. That saving will be reintegrated into the housing stock. We will get 
more maintenance and more houses, and a better dividend for the taxpayers of Western Australia. I 
believe that the outcome for Western Australians will be a lot better. I am sure that all local contractors 
in the various local towns will get jobs. One further point I would like to make is that the contracts will 
be reviewed. I will keep an eye on that. I will make sure that head contractors use the local workforce.  

 


